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Talk for Writing Overview – EYFS  
 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2 

Fiction 
(Adult initiated 

short term focus) 

Oral retellings of 5 part story 

 
Descriptive language  

 

Talk for Writing Units (in 
second Half term – starting 
mid November)  

 

 Creating magical birds – 
descriptive language 

 
Simple Easter egg hunting 
stories  

 Escaped snail stories 
 
 

Fiction 
Focus 

Teaching 

5 part story language:  
Once upon a time 
First 
But 
So 
Finally 

A lost toy story – linked with 
Christmas 
 
Model text: Simple lost toy 
story – 5 sentence story 
 

Text Type:  
Loosing/finding 
 
Tool kit:  
Story mapping – 
understanding, beginning, 
middle end 

 
Outcome: telling a simple 
lost toy story 

Journey Story  
 
Model text:  
Mr Gumpy’s outing 
(simplified version) 
 

Text Type: 
Quest 
 
Tool kit:  
Description  
 
Outcome:  

Children’s own journey 
story 

Mini topic – books 
 

Model text:  
Simple descriptive sentence 
 
Text Type:  
Descriptive sentence  
 
Tool kit:  
Description  
 
Outcome:  
Children’s own descriptive 
character sentence 

Traditional Tale (Little Red 
Hen or Enormous Turnip) 

 
Model text:  
Version of the Enormous 
Turnip or Little Red Hen  

 
Text Type:  
Traditional tale 
 
Toolkit:  
Description 
 

Outcome:  
Children’s own version of a 
traditional tale 

 

SPAG 

Focus areas  

-Writing from left to write  
-Speaking in sentences 

-Using simple connectives in 
oral story telling: and, who, 
but, until.  
-Using adverbs orally: eg 
luckily, unfortunately, 
fortunately 
-Introduce (orally) repetition 

for rhythm – eg He ran and 
ran 

-Introduce simple sentences 
 

-Introduce determiners:  
The, a, my, your, an, this, 
that, his, her, their, some, all 

-Introduce – say a sentence, 
write a sentence, read it 

back to check it makes 
sense. 
-Introduce – adjectives: - eg 
old, little, big, small, quiet 
 
Introduce finger spaces 
-Introduce full stops 

 

Consolidate 

-Say a sentence, write a 
sentence, read it back to 
check it makes sense. 
-Adjectives: - eg old, little, 

big, small, quiet 
 
-Finger spaces 
-Full stops 
 
Introduce similes:  
like 

-Introduce repetition in 
description: eg He pulled and 

pulled.  
-Introduce capital letters 
-Introduce – compound 
sentences using connectives: 
but/and  

 

  



Non-fiction 

Cards (birthday cards, Diwali cards, Christmas cards)  
Lists (linked to mini topics and children’s interests)  
Captions (linked to mini topics and children’s interests – photos sent 
on Tapestry, items, pictures children have made)  
Labels - (drawings children have made, designs children have made)  

Labelled diagrams of vehicles 
 
Maps with labels  
 
Captions 

 Letters – linked to the 
traditional tale 
 

Weather diaries (linked to 
science) 
 
Plant diaries (linked to 
science) 

Writing for a purpose – posters 
etc (signs for end of term class 
shop) 

Non-fiction 
Focus 

Teaching 

Name 
Labels 
Captions 
Lists 

Captions for pictures of 
celebrations  
 
A letter to Santa   
 
 

 
 

Model Text: 
Making a pine Cone bird 

feeder 
 
Text type: instructions  
 
Toolkit:  
Instructions 
 

Outcome:  
Children’s own instructions 
for a bird feeder 

Model text – a recount 
written by Ziggy the class 

puppet 
 
Text Type:  
Recount 

 
Toolkit: 
Sequencing vocabulary  

 
Outcome: Children’s own 
recount of a class visit to 
the museum  

Model text: Simple 
information text about 

butterflies or growing plants 
 
Text Type:  
Information  
 
Toolkit:  
Sentence structure 

 
Outcome:  
Children’s own information 
text about plants/ creatures 

SPAG focus 
area 

(Non 
Fiction 

Writing from left to right 
Writing on a line 

Writing from left to right 
Writing on a line 

 Introduce prepositions: up, 

down, into, in, out, onto, to, 
onto 
 

-Using capital letter for I  

-Compound sentences using 
the connectives and/but 
 

Consolidate prepositions: 

up, down, into, in, out, 
onto, to, onto 
Consolidate:  
Punctuation: finger spaces, 
full stops, capital letters.  

Reading 

Skill 
Lessons 

Each Peach Pear Plum 
 
 
Rhyming story:  
The Squirrels Who Squabbled 
 
Leaf Thief 
 
 
Stories covering diversity:  
Best Diwali Ever 
 

Wow Said the Owl  
 
Emotional literacy – Ruby’s 
worry 
 
Traditional tale:  
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
 
Modern classic – Dear Zoo 
 
Thematic story:  
Dear Santa  

How to catch a star  
 
Information book:  
Chinese New Year book 
 
Modern classic:  
Oi! Get off our Train  
 
The Train ride 
Puffin Peter 
 

Emotional literacy story:  
Tilda Tries again  
 
Rhyming story: Oi Frog!  
 
Traditional tale: The Ugly 
Duckling 

 
Thematic story:  
Easter story – Hide and Seek 
Bunnies 

Peepo 
Dogger 
Hungry Caterpillar 
 
Emotional literacy story: Bea’s 
Bad Day  
 
Traditional Tale: Little Red Hen  
or the Enormous Turnip 
(depending on the growing 
topic covered) 

Jasper’s Beanstalk 
Stories covering diversity: 
So Much 
 
Modern classic: The Tiger who 
came to tea 
 
Information book:  
Special buildings  
 
Rhyming story: Room on the 
Broom 



Poetry 

Rhyme of the week – see 
separate planning  
 

Rhyme of the week – see 
separate planning  
 

Poetry – bonfire night 
poetry/ Diwali  – creating a 
sound poem  

Model text:  
The Wheels on the bus 
 

Text type:  
Nursery rhyme 
 
Outcome: Children write 
their own rhyme 

Hot Cross Buns,  
5 Currant Buns,  
Twinkle Twinkle,  

Sleeping Bunnies   

Polly Put the Kettle on 
Little Miss Muffet 

Tiny Caterpillar on a leaf  

5 Little Ducks  
1.2.3.4.5  

10 Green Bottles,   
Miss Polly 

Poetry – end of term 
Summer poem 

 



  
 

  



Talk for Writing Overview  – Year 1  
 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2 

Fiction 

Goldilocks 
 
 
Story type: 
Traditional tale 
 
Toolkit: Dialogue 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own character breaks 
into a house. 

The Magic Porridge 
Pot 
 
Story type:  
Description 
 
Toolkit: Description 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own portal story 

Lost and Found  
 
 
Story type: Losing / 
finding 
 
Toolkit: Openings 
and endings 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own losing/finding 
tale 

Monkey See, Monkey 
Do 
 
Story type:  
 
Toolkit: Openings 
and endings 
 
Outcome: Children’s  

Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch 
 
Story type: Defeating 
the monster 
 
Toolkit: Settings 
 
Outcome: The three 
seagulls take a 
fisherman’s lunch 

Captain B lackbeard 
and the Hidden 
Treasure 
 
Story type: Quest 
 
Toolkit: 
Characterisation 
 
Outcome: 
 

Fiction  
SPAG 
Focus 
Areas 

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narratives (B, M, E)  

• Separate words 
with spaces 

• Introduce capital 
letters and full 
stops 

• Introduce 
adjectives to 
describe a noun  

• Identify when a 
character is talking 

• Introduce using 
and to join words 
and clauses 

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narratives (B, M, E) 

• Separate words 
with spaces 

• Capital letters and 
full stops 

• Adjectives to 
describe a noun  

• Use said to show a 
character is talking 

• Introduce using 
and to join words 

and clauses  

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narratives (B, M, E) 

• First, then, next to 
sequence narrative 

• Capital letters and 
full stops 

• Adjectives to 
describe a noun  

• Time story starters 

• Place and time 
starters 

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narratives (B, M, E) 

• Capital letters and 
full stops 

• Story openings 
describing the time 
and place 

• Introduce joining 
clauses using but 

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narratives (B, M, E) 

• Capital letters, full 
stops and 
exclamation marks 

• Spell days of the 
week 

• Adjectives to 
describe a noun 

• Capital letters for 
names 

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narratives (5 parts) 

• First, then, next to 
sequence narrative 

• Capital letters, full 
stops and 
exclamation marks 

• Verb choices for 
effect 

• Capital letters for 
names 

  



Non-fiction 

Letter from 
Goldilocks 
 
Text type: 
Persuasive 
 
Outcome: Letter from 
the inspector 
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity: Letter  

 The penguin’s diary 
 
Text type: Recount 
 
Outcome: Recount 
own journey 
 
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity: 

 Mrs Grinling’s 
Mustard Sandwich 
 
Text type: 
Instructions 
 
Outcome: Recipe for 
disgusting 
sandwiches 
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity: 

 

Non-fiction 
SPAG  

Focus 
Areas 

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narrative 

• Introduce question 
marks 

• Capital letter for I  

• Introduce joining 
sentences with 
because 

. • Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narrative 

• Capital letter for I  

• Capital letters, full 
stops and question 
marks 

 • Identify verbs in a 
sentence; introduce 
imperative verbs 

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narrative 

• Capital letters, full 
stops and question 
marks  

• Sequencing words 
and numbers to 
show order  

 

Year 1  
Rhymes 

Here a Bear, There a 
Bear (First Verses, 
p56) 
Humpty Dumpty Sat 
on a Chair (First 
Verses, p70) 
Exercises (First 
Verses, p75) 

Firework (First 
Verses, p44) 
A Chubby Little 
Snowman (First 
Verses, p59) 

That One’s Me (First 
Verses, p80) 
Walking Round the 
Zoo (First Verses, 
p88) 

Monkey Tricks (First 
Verse, p65) 
Monsters (First 
Verses, p13) 

I Don’t Like Custard 
(First Verses, p62) 
The Crop Song (First 
Verses, p82) 

Seaside Song (First 
Verses, p42) 
See These Fingers 
(First Verses, p43) 
Beach Counting (First 
Verses, p21) 
 

 
  



  



  



Talk for Writing Overview – Year 2  
 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2 

Fiction 

Kassim and the 
Greedy Dragon 
 
Story type:  
 
Toolkit: Description 
 
Outcome: 

Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
 
Story type: 
Portal  
 
Toolkit: Suspense 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own portal story  

Eddie’s Adventure 
 
 
Story type: Warning  
 
Toolkit: Dialogue 
 
Outcome: New 
character is given a 
warning  

Meerkat Mail 
 
 
Story type: Journey  
 
Toolkit: Settings  
 
Outcome: Sunny’s 
new journey 

Supertato 
 
 
Story type: Defeating 
the monster 
 
Toolkit: Suspense 
 
Outcome: Supertato 
in a new setting 
 

Lightning Boy and 
the Power Crystal 
 
Story type: Journey  
 
 
Toolkit: Description 
 
Outcome: New 
characters and object 

Fiction 
SPAG 
Focus 
Areas 

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narrative) 

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
capital letter and 
full stops 

• Adjectives for 
description 

• Adverbial phrases 
(time) 

• Introduce similes 

• Co-ordination 

• Past tense 

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narrative (5 parts) 

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
capital letter and 
full stops 

• Adjectives for 
description 

• Adverbial phrases 
(time) 

• Introduce commas 
in a list  

• Co-ordination 

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narrative (5 parts) 

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
capital letter, full 
stops exclamation 
marks 

• Verb choices 

• Introduce speech 
punctuation 

• Description – 
Adjectives, 
alliteration 

• Co-ordination and 
subordination 

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narrative (5 parts) 

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
capital letter, full 
stops exclamation 
marks 

• Sentence of three – 
commas in list 

• Similes with like 
and as 

• Expanded noun 
phrases 

• Co-ordination and 
subordination 

• Five part story  

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
simple punctuation 

• Expanded noun 
phrases 

• Co-ordination and 
subordination 

• Adverbs to describe 
the verb 

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narrative (5 parts) 

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
capital letter, full 
stops exclamation 
marks 

• Sentence of three – 
commas in list 

• Similes with like 
and as 

• Expanded noun 
phrases 

• Co-ordination and 
subordination 

  



Non-fiction 

How to trap a dragon 
 
Text type: 
Instructions 
 
Outcome: 
Instructions to trap a 
monster 
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity: 

 The Dragon -Fish 
Flying Machine  
 
Text type: 
Explanation 
 
Outcome: How does 
a monster survive 
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity: 

  Captain Adventure 
 
Text type: Non -
chronological  
 
Outcome: Non -chron 
about another 
superhero 
 
Cross-curricular 

Non-fiction 
SPAG 

Focus 
Areas 

• Identify verbs in a 
sentence; introduce 
imperative verbs 

• Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narrative 

• Capital letters, full 
stops and question 
marks  

• Sequencing words 
and numbers to 
show order  

 • Explanation – 
introduction, main, 
conclusion 

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
capital letter, full 
stops exclamation 
marks 

• Co-ordination and 
subordination 

• Subordinate clause 
with who 

  • Information report 
– introduction, 
headings, sub -
headings, 
conclusion 

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
simple punctuation 

• Co-ordination and 
subordination 

• Sentence of three  

• Generalisers  

Year 2 

Poetry 

My Name Is… (Puffin 
First Poems, p83) 
Focus - Innovation, 
creative nouns 

Autumn Woods 
(Puffin First Poems, 
p77) 
Focus - Description 

Witch Witch (Puffin 
First Poems, p91) 

Spaghetti Spaghetti  
(Puffin First Poems, 
p60) 
Focus – Selecting 
appropriate 
vocabulary 

Ten Things Found in 
a Wizard’s Pocket 
Focus - Adjectives 
Write own poem - 
Ten Things Found in 
a … 

Create spine poems – 
See below 

  

https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Poetry-spine.pdf
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Poetry-spine.pdf
https://prezi.com/ifmwva9c9hqt/ten-things-found-in-a-wizards-pocket/
https://prezi.com/ifmwva9c9hqt/ten-things-found-in-a-wizards-pocket/


  



  



Talk for Writing Overview – Year 3  
 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2 

Fiction 

The Stone Trolls (text 
on TfW website) 
 
Story type: Warning  
 
 
Toolkit: Action 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own warning story 

Poppy, Waldo and 
the Giant 
 
Story type: 
Meeting 
 
Toolkit: Description 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own character breaks 
into a house. 

The Manor House 
 
Story type: 
Suspense 
 
Toolkit: Suspense  
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own suspense story 

Keep off the tracks! 
 
Story type: 
Warning 
 
Toolkit: Settings 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own suspense story 

Elf Road  
 
Story type: 
Portal 
 
Toolkit: Openings 
and endings 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own portal story 
linking to Ancient 
Egypt 

Egyptian Cinderella 
 
Story type: 
Change 
 
Toolkit: Description 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own change story 

Fiction 
SPAG  

Focus area  

• Introduction to 
paragraphs to 
organise story 

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
simple punctuation 

• Introduction to 
inverted commas 

• Variation of long 
and short sentences 

• Apostrophes for 
contraction 

• Embellished simple 

sentences – Recap 
of noun and verb, 
adjective to 
describe the noun, 
adverb to describe 
the verb 

• Introduction to 
paragraphs to 
organise story 

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
simple punctuation 

• Powerful verbs 

• Prepositional 
phrases 

• Co-ordination and 
subordination 

•  

• 5 part story 
organised into 
paragraphs 

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
simple punctuation 

• Variation of long 
and short sentences 
for effect 

• Suspense tools – 
ellipses 

• Adverbial phrases 

• Apostrophes for 

contraction 

• 5 part story 
organised into 
paragraphs 

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
simple punctuation 

• Subordinating 
conjunction to start 
sentence 

• Similes and 
sentence of three 
using a comma  to 
describe the setting 

• 5 part story 
organised into 
paragraphs 

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
simple punctuation 

• Subordinating 
conjunction to start 
sentence 

• -ing sentence 
starter – clause to 
add detail  

• Text structure focus 
– fiction openings 

• Recap text 
structure and 
paragraphing 

• Recap sentences 
with subordination 

• Conjunctions to 
express time and 
palce 

https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Y3-Dean-Stone-Trolls.pdf
https://www.teachwire.net/news/poppy-waldo-and-the-giant-share-this-pie-corbett-story-and-then-try-his-wri
https://www.teachwire.net/news/poppy-waldo-and-the-giant-share-this-pie-corbett-story-and-then-try-his-wri
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/The-Unusual-House-by-Jackie-Livermore.pdf
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/6-Warning-Stories.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/dmfh9qtmdsz1rz4hs3bmw/h/Y3?dl=0&preview=Elf+Road.docx&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/403846291577043033/


  



Non-fiction 

The River Unicorn 
 
Text type: 
Non-chron 
 
Outcome: Children to  
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity: Non -
chron related to topic 
work 

 

How to trap a grass 
goblin 
 
Text type: 
Instructions 
 
Outcome: Children to 
write instructions for 
a trap  
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity: How to 

To write – Shropshire 
Travel Brochure 
 
Text type: 
Persuasive 
 
Outcome: Children to  
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity:  

 

Little Red Riding 
Hood’s journey 
through the woods 
 
Text type: 
Diary 
 
Outcome: Children to 
write a diary  
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity: 

To write  – How 
mountains/volcanoes 
are formed 
 
Text type: 
Explanation 
 
Outcome: Children to  
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity:  

Pharaoh punished 
with ten plagues 
 
Text type: 
Newspaper 
 
Outcome: Children to  
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity: Egypt 

Non-fiction 
SPAG  

Focus areas  

• Introduction and 
conclusion; sub -
headings to 
organise 
paragraphs 

• Demarcate 

sentences with 
simple punctuation 

• Sentence of three 
for description 

• Variation of long 
and short sentences 

• Introduction to 
paragraphs to 
organise story 

• Demarcate 
sentences with 
simple punctuation 

including questions 

• Colon before a list 

• Determiners (a/an) 

• Compound 
sentences 

• Introduction, 
paragraphs for 
structure, 
conclusion 

• Sub-headings 

• Boastful language 

• Pattern of 3 for 
persuasion  

• Text structure – 
Recount in order of 
events 

• First person 

• Present perfect 
tense 

• Adjectives and 
adverbs for 
description 

• Introduction, 
paragraphs with 
explanation, 
conclusion 

• Co-ordinating and 
subordinating 

conjunctions 
 

• Headline 

• First paragraph 
containing 5Ws 

• Subsequent 
paragraphs 
recounting events 

in order 

• Speech – Direct 
speech using 
inverted commas 

Poetry 

Animal poetry  T’was The Night 
Before Christmas 

Poem – My Uncle 
Jack (Stories Through 

Science) 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity: poetry 

The magic Box  The Sound Collector 
by Roger McGough 

 

Reading for 
Pleasure 

Class Novel  

Stone Age Boy  The Wild Robot – 

Peter Brown 

The Boy who Grew 

Dragons – Andy 
Shepherd 

Libby and the 

Parisian Puzzle – Jo 
Clarke 

The Time-travelling Cat and the Egyptian 

Goddess by Julia Jarman  

  

https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Y3-Unicorn-F.pdf
https://www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Year-4-Monday-25th-January-2021-Writing-Example-Text.pdf
https://www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Year-4-Monday-25th-January-2021-Writing-Example-Text.pdf
https://grammarsaurus.co.uk/portal/2022/01/year-3-model-text-recount-diary-little-red-riding-hoods-journey-through-the-woodland-%f0%9f%8f%b4%f3%a0%81%a7%f3%a0%81%a2%f3%a0%81%b3%f3%a0%81%a3%f3%a0%81%b4%f3%a0%81%bf-p3-%f0%9f%87%a6/
https://grammarsaurus.co.uk/portal/2022/01/year-3-model-text-recount-diary-little-red-riding-hoods-journey-through-the-woodland-%f0%9f%8f%b4%f3%a0%81%a7%f3%a0%81%a2%f3%a0%81%b3%f3%a0%81%a3%f3%a0%81%b4%f3%a0%81%bf-p3-%f0%9f%87%a6/
https://grammarsaurus.co.uk/portal/2022/01/year-3-model-text-recount-diary-little-red-riding-hoods-journey-through-the-woodland-%f0%9f%8f%b4%f3%a0%81%a7%f3%a0%81%a2%f3%a0%81%b3%f3%a0%81%a3%f3%a0%81%b4%f3%a0%81%bf-p3-%f0%9f%87%a6/
https://grammarsaurus.co.uk/portal/2021/03/year-4-model-text-newspaper-report-pharaoh-punished-with-ten-plagues-%F0%9F%8F%B4%F3%A0%81%A7%F3%A0%81%A2%F3%A0%81%B3%F3%A0%81%A3%F3%A0%81%B4%F3%A0%81%BF-p4-%F0%9F%87%A6/
https://grammarsaurus.co.uk/portal/2021/03/year-4-model-text-newspaper-report-pharaoh-punished-with-ten-plagues-%F0%9F%8F%B4%F3%A0%81%A7%F3%A0%81%A2%F3%A0%81%B3%F3%A0%81%A3%F3%A0%81%B4%F3%A0%81%BF-p4-%F0%9F%87%A6/
https://www.carols.org.uk/twas_the_night_before_christmas.htm
https://www.carols.org.uk/twas_the_night_before_christmas.htm


‘ 

  



 

 

 

  



Talk for Writing Overview – Year 4  
 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2 

Fiction 

King Midas and the 
Golden Touch 
 
Story type: Wishing 
 
Toolkit: Dialogue 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own wishing story 
 

The Impossibly 
Possible Bookshop  
(text on TfW website) 
 
Story type: Portal  
 
Toolkit: Description 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own portal story 
through the 
bookshop 

Zelda Claw  
 
Story type: Suspense 
 
Toolkit: Suspense 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
story  

Adventures at Sandy 
Cove 
 
Story type: Warning  
 
Toolkit: Openings 
and endings 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own story  

The Caravan  
 
**To be shortened to 
350 words by class 
teacher** 
 
Story type:  Warning  
 
Toolkit: 
Characterisation 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own story 

The Time Slip Scarab  
 
Story type:  
Quest/Portal 
 
Toolkit: Settings 
 
Outcome: Children’s 
own story 
 

Fiction 
SPAG  

Focus areas  

Powerful speech verb, 
begin to punctuate 
speech, adverbial 
phrases Paragraphs 

structure focus - 
dilemma/ resolutions 
Drop in relative 
which that, 
adverbials, 

ellipses, short and 
long sentences for 
effect, adverbials 

  suspense for 
dilemma, sentences 
of 3 for action, 
dialogue- 
verb+adverb, short 
sentences to progress 
story 

  

https://telfordeducation.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/TAWE404/Shared%20Documents/Staff%20Resources/English/1%20-%20Writing/Talk%20for%20Writing%20Model%20Texts/Year%204/Midas%20and%20The%20Golden%20Touch.docx?d=wc3abfe8a6766459db1b3a8f6068f2613&csf=1&web=1&e=8kKYg5
https://telfordeducation.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/TAWE404/Shared%20Documents/Staff%20Resources/English/1%20-%20Writing/Talk%20for%20Writing%20Model%20Texts/Year%204/Midas%20and%20The%20Golden%20Touch.docx?d=wc3abfe8a6766459db1b3a8f6068f2613&csf=1&web=1&e=8kKYg5
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Y4-Impossibly-Possible.pdf
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Y4-Impossibly-Possible.pdf
https://www.teachprimary.com/resource_uploads/the-caravan.pdf


Non-fiction 

 
 

Everything you need 
to know about cloud 
goblins 
 
Text type: 
Non-chronological 
report 
 
Outcome: Children to 
innovate a guide to a 
mythical creature 
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity: Life in a 
Celtic village 

Instructions 
 
How to catch and 
Santa (short revision  
unit) 
 
Designing a sleigh 
Non T4W  

Amazing Zinland 
 
Text type: 
Persuasive  
 
Outcome: Children to 
write a persuasive 
brochure for 
somewhere in Europe 
 
 

Alien’s Invade 
Redbury Village 
 
Text type: 
Recount 
 
Outcome: Children to 
write a recount of a 
trip 
 
 

The teacher pleaser 
machine  
 
Story type:  
Explanation  
 
Outcome:  
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity: 
Explanation about 
how the Digestive 
system works  

 

Non-fiction 
SPAG  

Focus areas  

sub-headings, 
sentence of 3 for 
descript., topic 
specific lang. 

 Repetition, use of 
bullet points and 
diagrams, end section 
can range in content 

   

Poetry 

Nonsense poetry  
 
The Listeners to 
perform 

The magic of Poetry 
 

Jack Frost in the 
Garden 
 
Focus - Rhyming 

Michael Rosen  
Chocolate cake to 
perform  

Monstrous notions The Listeners to 
perform 

Reading for 
Pleasure 

Class Novel  

Stig of the Dump The Firemakers 
Daughter 

Son of the Circus – A 
Victorian Story 

Street Child The Ancient Egypt 
Sleepover 

 

 
 

  

https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Y4-Goblins-F.pdf
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Y4-Goblins-F.pdf
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Y4-Goblins-F.pdf
https://www.poetrynook.com/poem/jack-frost-garden
https://www.poetrynook.com/poem/jack-frost-garden


 

 

 

  





Talk for Writing Overview – Year 5  
 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2 

Fiction 

Lucas and the Alien  
 
 
Story type: Defeating 
the Monster 
 
Toolkit: Settings 

The Great Kapok 
Tree 
 
Story type: Journey  
 
 
Toolkit: Description 

The C reak (Jack) 
 
Story type: Suspense  
 
Toolkit: Description 
 

 The Door and The 
Dragon 
 
Story type: Portal  
 
Toolkit: Description 
 

Beowolf 
 
Story type: Meeting 
tale 
 
Toolkit:  
 

Fiction 
SPAG  

Focus areas  

  Elaborated starters 
with adverbials, 
stage directions in 
speech, revisit 
moving chunks for 
effect. 

 moving chunks 
around for effect, 
variety of sentence 
lengths, rhetorical 
questions, two 
types of 

speech. 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/Laura.Bessant/OneDrive%20-%20Telford%20and%20Wrekin%20Council/English/Writing/Talk%20for%20Writing/Model%20Texts/Year%205/Lucas%20and%20the%20Alien%20-%20Text.doc
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/296182112989482295/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/296182112989482295/
https://telfordeducation.sharepoint.com/sites/TAWE404/Shared%20Documents/Staff%20Resources/English/1%20-%20Writing/Talk%20for%20Writing%20Model%20Texts/Year%205/The%20Door.docx
https://telfordeducation.sharepoint.com/sites/TAWE404/Shared%20Documents/Staff%20Resources/English/1%20-%20Writing/Talk%20for%20Writing%20Model%20Texts/Year%205/The%20Door.docx
https://t4w.dsf.net.au/uploads/FileUpload/51/18530bc091670362bab15127ae987a.pdf


Non-fiction 

 
 

How to survive an 
alien invasion 
 
Text type: 
Instructions 
 
Outcome: Children to 
write instructions for 
their own alien 
invasion 
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity:  
 

Non chron 
 
Text type: 
Explanation 
 
Outcome: Children to  
 
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity:  
 

Meet the Rhi -swano-
zeb-tah 
 
Text type: 
Information Text 
 
Outcome: Travel 
leaflet 
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity: 

 
Text type: 
Newspaper report 
 
Outcome: Children to 
write a letter as an 
English evacuee 
 
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity:  
The  

Holiday to Greece  
 
Text type: 
Persuasion 
 
  

Nelson Mandela  
 
Text type: 
Biography 
 
Outcome: Children to  
 
Cross-curricular 
opportunity:  
 
 

Poetry  

  
Sing on a star  
 

The Quangle  
 

Jabberwocky by 
Lewis Carroll  
 
Focus – Vocabulary  

 Kenning Poems - Dad 
by Andrew Fusek 
Peter 

Reading for 
Pleasure 

Class Novel  

 
Poems  

Front Desk – Kelly 
Yang 

Billy’s Blitz  When Hitler Stole 
Pink Rabbit 

Brightstorm  The Midnight Fox – 
Betsy Byars  

 

  

https://grammarsaurus.co.uk/portal/2021/08/year-5-model-text-instructions-how-to-survive-an-alien-invasion-%f0%9f%8f%b4%f3%a0%81%a7%f3%a0%81%a2%f3%a0%81%b3%f3%a0%81%a3%f3%a0%81%b4%f3%a0%81%bf-p5-%f0%9f%87%a6%f0%9f%87%ba%f0%9f%87%ba/
https://grammarsaurus.co.uk/portal/2021/08/year-5-model-text-instructions-how-to-survive-an-alien-invasion-%f0%9f%8f%b4%f3%a0%81%a7%f3%a0%81%a2%f3%a0%81%b3%f3%a0%81%a3%f3%a0%81%b4%f3%a0%81%bf-p5-%f0%9f%87%a6%f0%9f%87%ba%f0%9f%87%ba/
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Y5-Maria-Rhi.pdf
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Y5-Maria-Rhi.pdf
https://telfordeducation.sharepoint.com/sites/TAWE404/Shared%20Documents/Staff%20Resources/English/1%20-%20Writing/Talk%20for%20Writing%20Model%20Texts/Year%205/Nelson%20Mandela
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/dad-2/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/dad-2/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/dad-2/


 

  



 

 

 

 



Talk for Writing Overview – Year 6 
 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2 

Fiction 

Alien Landing  
 

Story type: Fantasy 
 

Toolkit:  
 

Outcome: 
Adventure story 

Red 
 

Story type:  
 

Toolkit: Settings 
 

Outcome: Story 
focussing on setting 
descriptions 

Treasure 
 

Story type: 
Adventure 

 
Toolkit: Suspense 

 
Outcome: Suspense 
story 

The Gas Mask  
 

Story type: Portal / 
Finding  

 
Toolkit: Setting 

 
Outcome: Portal / 
Finding story 

Not completed 25 

The Tibernica 
 

Story type: 
Defeating the 

monster 
 

Toolkit: Action 
Outcome: Defeating 
the monster story 

Macbeth 
 

Story type: Wishing 
tale 

 
Toolkit: Dialogue 

 
Outcome: Wishing 
tale focussing on 

dialogue 

Non-fiction 
 

 

The Three Little 

Pigs 
 
Text type: 

News report 
 

Outcome: Children 
to write a news 

report 

The Giant Ground 
Sloth 
 

Text type: Non -

chronological 
report  

 
Outcome: Volcano 
non chron  

Ice Matters  
 
Text type: 
Information text 
 

Outcome:  
 
Cross-curricular 

opportunity: 

Blitz in Coventry  

 

Blitz Non chron  
 

 
Letter of thanks  

The Gadgets 
Workbook 
 
Text type: 
Persuasion 

Outcome: Create a 
super gadget. Use it 
to explain and 

persuade 

The Weird Sisters: 
Mischeif Makers or 
Harmless Truth 
Tellers 
 

Text type: 
Discussion 
 

Outcome:  

Poetry 
Poetic features  
This is me  
 

 Nature poems – The 
Lost World poetry 
unit 

Narrative poetry 
based on Letters 
from the Lighthouse 

 Doors of possibility 
workbook  

Reading for 
Pleasure 

Class Novel  

 

The Impossible 
Creatures  
Katherine Rundell  
– Cerrie Burnell 

Phoenix – S F Said  

 
CHANGE  

 Letters from the 

Lighthouse 

CHANGE  The Arrival Shaun Ta  
 
The Mysteries of Harris 
Burdick Chris Van 
Allsburg 

 

file:///C:/Users/Laura.Bessant/OneDrive%20-%20Telford%20and%20Wrekin%20Council/English/Writing/Talk%20for%20Writing/Model%20Texts/Year%206/The%20Gas%20Mask.docx
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Y6-Gadgets2.pdf
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Y6-Gadgets2.pdf


 

 

 

 

 


